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New Hope Academy is a KINGDOM School in the HEART of Williamson County. We are not only a 

KINGDOM school but a KINGDOM community – a gathering place for teaching, serving, knowing, 

and loving one another as God instructed and intended all His children to live, learn, and grow. 

It is no accident that our school is strategically located. I like to say that we are at the intersection of Hard 

Bargain and Westhaven. We honor our commitment to be a connected community, and we proudly boast 

that we are a school where children of diverse racial, ethnic, and socioeconomic backgrounds can learn 

together in a Christ-centered environment, looking through the lens of the Gospel, using an integrated 

approach to learning.  When you look at New Hope’s demographics, it’s easy to see we are realizing our 

mission. With each successive class, New Hope Academy expands its footprint on a local, national, and 

global scale.

—Dr. Tonja Williams, Head of School

Your generosity is helping to set the table for our school to be uniquely diverse, to be united in Christ, and to 

offer an unparalleled education. Your generosity has set the table for students to be served in Foster Hall (our 

new dining hall). Your generosity reminds us that even as we are helping to set the table for New Hope, that a 

table has been set for us. Our Father has set a table for us, and has invited us to Come, Come to the Table.

MISSION
New Hope Academy is a Christ-centered 

school educating students of diverse 

socio-economic and racial backgrounds 

by establishing a Biblical worldview and 

preparing each child to flourish academically, 

socially, emotionally, and spiritually.

CORE
VALUES
Our five core values are:

Christ-centered

Formative Learning

Personhood 
of Every Child

Equitable Access

Connected Community
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Dear New Hope Academy Community,

As the holiday season approaches, I am reminded of biblical scripture and wisdom, Make a joyful noise unto the 

Lord! Come before His presence with thanksgiving in our hearts! Enter His gates with thanksgiving and come  into His courts 

with praise…For He is good! 

Friends, the Lord has been so good and faithful to our beloved New Hope Academy! Each day the Holy Spirit 

fills our hearts afresh as the Creator’s love and goodness flood our halls. We are in awe of God’s provision 

for our new Dining Hall for the Dining Hall represents God’s providential care of His people. Not only will 

it facilitate breaking bread together as a family, but it will usher in more communal fellowship! The space 

will no doubt support and facilitate our educational philosophy which commits to serving the whole child 

physically, emotionally, socially, intellectually, and spiritually. We are grateful! 

We have attracted thousands of families and community partners to join us in our quest to transform lives, 

decrease generational poverty, and be the hands and feet of the Father here on earth. 

My message today is simply this, Thank you for saying, “Yes,” to Setting the Table for New Hope Academy 

students.  You are an integral part of our success. 

When we set the tables for others, we are setting the table for future outcomes to be possible for others. In 

setting the table, we must first extend the invitation.  In Luke 14:12-14, the Word says, Then Jesus said to his host, 

“When you give a luncheon or dinner, do not invite your friends, your brothers or sisters, your relatives, or your rich neighbors; if 

you do, they may invite you back and so you will be repaid. But when you give a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, the 

blind, and you will be blessed. Although they cannot repay you, you will be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous.”

Friends, we cannot only invite people we already know and people who are like us. That’s one of the beauties 

of New Hope Academy. We are not a homogeneous community filled with others who look like us, think 

like us, and act like us. We are to be intentionally diverse as is the Kingdom of Heaven!  In John 21: 12, Jesus 

invited the disciples to come and dine with Him. Jesus set the table for the disciples to go out and share 

the Word with authority and conviction knowing that by setting the table, He would set the world up for 
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reconciliation with the Creator. To do this, he met both 

the physical and spiritual needs of the disciples. This is 

what we do at New Hope. We want to meet the needs of our 

students and families as we share the gospel of Christ with 

them.  When we set the table, situations (or people) must 

be better than when they came. 

Setting the Table speaks to our responsibility to serve God’s 

people and serve them well. As image-bearers of Christ, 

Christian love must result in service. If we do the will of 

God, we will invest in that which is meaningful, lasting, 

and satisfying. We must lead children into Green Pastures 

of the Word of God and make sure they are adequately fed. 

In setting the table, we are asking you to help us feed and 

care for our flock. 

Brothers and sisters, New Hope makes a difference in 

the world. We are changing the trajectory of so many 

lives. Frederick Douglas said, “It’s easier to build strong 

children than to repair broken men.” Friends, help me set 

the table to build strong children. 

Thank you for saying, “Yes,” to setting the table for our 

New Hope students.

On behalf of my New Hope Academy, I sincerely thank 

and acknowledge every one of you who has extended 

donations, time, effort, and resources to establish, 

maintain, and fortify this great institution. For this, we 

are forever grateful. 

Finally, we always want to recognize our Savior Jesus 

Christ who is the ultimate gift of hope, love, and 

compassion. He set the table for reconciliation with the 

Father. We will forever praise His matchless name as He 

continuously shines His face and extends His grace upon 

New Hope Academy.

In His Love, 

Dr. Tonja Williams 

Head of School

A Letter from Our
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On October 18, 2023, New Hope hosted a ribbon cutting ceremony 
for the Dining Hall. This marked the first time that New Hope had 
added to its campus facility in over 20 years. It was a monumental 
occasion and celebration!

T he 6,000-square-foot space will be used as a dining hall for school lunch, an indoor P.E. space, a 

space for school functions and performances and eventually a place for the community to use for 

gatherings and events. 

“This dining hall will further enhance our mission and vision by providing a space for our faculty, staff, 

students and parents to fellowship together over a meal,” Dr. Tonja Williams shared at the ceremony.

New Hope founder, Paige Pitts,   described the beginning stages of the design process, “I remember being 

in a meeting early in the architectural phase of this project, and I kept saying that I wanted it to feel grand 

Welcome to Foster Hall
with Paige Pitts
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Welcome to Foster Hall
with Paige Pitts

and to have wood beams so that architecturally it pointed up, to the one from whom our help comes”.  And 

everyone informed me that it most likely wasn’t possible because of the expense.  After a few months on the 

facilities committee, I realized I wasn’t much help and therefore rotated off, leaving it up to the experts to 

continue the planning of this space. So, I never knew that we were going to have exposed wood beams until 

they started building them.  My heart almost exploded when I walked in for the very first time.”

The Development Team hosted an opening dinner for those who have supported the Growing Forward 

Campaign, current faculty and staff, and members of the Board of Trustees. At the dinner, Paige encouraged 

those attending to look up at the beams.  She shared, “They are structurally holding up the roof of this dining 

hall.  They lend strength and security.  They provide support and stability so that this building can stand. 

YOU are the beams for New Hope Academy.  Those in this room tonight have invested your resources, your 

heart, and your imagination to ensure that New Hope Academy has this beautiful dining hall space.  You lend 

strength and security.  You provide support and stability to help us fulfill the mission and vision of New Hope.” 

At the dinner, the Dining Hall was also given a name.  Below is an excerpt from Paige Pitts’ message regarding 

the name:

The naming of something or someone is important and significant.  It has weight to it. In the context of the 

Bible, in the Middle East, your name is your verb. Because God is on the move, everything has movement, 

and your name reflects this. Naming something or someone for the Hebrew people is not identification, it is 

an invitation to participate.  It is to “find your place” or “contribution” in the movement of God.  

So tonight, we want to announce for the first time the name of this 

new space – 

It is with beautiful intention and a humble offering to God that Toby and 

Amanda McKeehan, in partnership with our lead donor and the school, 

name the New Hope Academy dining hall – FOSTER HALL.  Foster Hall 

is named in honor of Truett Foster McKeehan and Joshua Treven Lenox, 

two of our beloved alumni who are in Heaven with Jesus worshipping the 

King in complete fullness, and who along with their families have made 

an indelible impact on New Hope Academy and our community.  

Truett, class of 2011, is a lover of humanity, intrigued by the intricacies 

of the human personality and was intentional with relationships. He 

recognized the value of people and was genuinely interested in others. He taught us to make room for others not 

like ourselves.  One of his teachers commented that Truett would always make eye contact with you – a noticeable 

attribute that demonstrated his regard for others. Truett is endearing and winsome, he is loving and kind. His 

laughter was infectious, and his smile lit up the room. Truett greeted life with wonder.

Treven, class of 2013, had a playfulness about him that was irresistible and reflected the joy of the Lord.  And 

in Lenox fashion, he was a servant through and through.  He served when he wanted to, and even when he 

didn’t he served with a smile on his face.  Treven was given to goodness. One of his teachers shared that he 
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brought the fun, the excitement, the laughter and adventure to the classroom.  His heart for others was as 

big as his body.  His kindness drew everyone to him.  Treven greeted life with gusto.

As the McKeehans lend Truett’s middle name, Foster, to New Hope Academy as a declaration that God is 

Sovereign over all things and that our Good Father is making all things new . . . we recognize that the name 

FOSTER HALL is not a noun of identification. It is a verb of invitation into the movement of God.  

To foster means – to encourage, promote, further, stimulate, advance, nurture, cultivate, and champion. 

This will be a place of fostering relationships, goodness, responsibility, integrity, service and generosity, 

justice and righteousness, knowledge and learning. This will be a place where we foster belonging and 

unity, an understanding of who God is and what He is like, and a growing relationship with Jesus Christ.

FOSTER HALL is an invitation into the movement of God!

We are honored tonight to name this place Foster Hall.  May it be yielded to God – for Him to fill it and use it 

for our good and His glory!

We can’t wait for you to look up at the beams. We can’t wait for you to be a part of all the good things that will 

take place inside Foster Hall. We can’t wait for you to continue to come alongside us to foster relationships, 

service, generosity, justice, righteousness, and knowledge  among the students and NHA community. We 

can’t wait for you to come and join us in Foster Hall!

It is not too late to make a pledge or gift to the Growing Forward Campaign. Please visit www.

nhafranklin.org/donate/growing-forward-campaign.cfm to make a pledge or gift online 

or reach out to Parker Page at ppage@nhafrankln.org.
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Donate in support 
of New Hope Academy
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Total
Contributions

$2,107,648

CONTRIBUTION REPORT

Total Contributions

	 Scholarship Fund—$1,463,665

	 Dining Hall Project—$506,909

	 Designated Giving—$42,074

	 Specific Designated Donations

	 Security Fund—$75,000 

	 Giving Hope—$20,000

Regular Expenses

	 School Programs

	 Counseling Program—$41,000

	 Gentry After Care—$4,000

	 Lunch Program—$46,286

	 Classroom Expenses—$46,043

	 Technology—$5,738

	 Faculty and
	 Staff Compensation—$2,208,328

	 Administrative Expenses—$179,204 

	 Development Expenses—$167,634

	 Admissions Expenses—$4,139 

	 Facility Management/
	 Other Expenses—$328,467

Regular 
Expenses

$3,030,839

Designated 
Expenses

$1,626,247

Total Income
$3,611,757

	 Regular Income—$2,967,774

	 Designated Income—$643,983

Total Expenses
$4,657,086

	� Regular Expenses—$3,030,839 

Designated Expenses—$1,626,247

EXPENSES
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Designated Expenses

	 Giving Hope Fund
	 Expenses—$15,383

	 6th Grade Trip
	 to Washington DC—$52,892

	 Dining Hall—$1,528,327

	 Security Expenses—$16,874

	 Other Designated—$12,771



CONTRIBUTION REPORT

Twenty-seven years ago, the Franklin community was 

introduced to a new kind of school.  A new, independent, 

Christ-centered school was a welcomed addition, but not 

uncommon. A new, independent, Christ-centered school 

seeking the flourishing of all people was a game changer. 

New Hope Academy took the words of scripture - the call for 

righteousness and justice - and breathed them to life.

New Hope’s commitment to being uniquely diverse and 

preparing all children to flourish academically, emotionally, 

and spiritually, sets it apart as a bright shining light on a hill.

It provides the education and life experiences that all children deserve. It provides the community and 

relationships that reflect the beauty of our Heavenly Father. It lives into the principles of Psalm 89:14, 

“Righteousness and justice are the foundation of your throne; steadfast love and faithfulness go before you.” 

The New Hope mission is timeless and nurtures the flourishing of children for life.

As we navigate an evolving community, we continue to pursue the implementation of our strategic plan 

with a laser focus on intentionally living out our mission. We are grateful for excellent and consistent 

leadership and the many, many people who make up the fabric of this special community. We look forward 

to the years ahead and embracing all that God has in store. Thank you Lord for creating a place that is 

unique, united, and unparalleled. Thank you Lord for New Hope!

Best,

Erica Mitchell

Chair, New Hope Academy Board of Trustees

Letter from the Chair 
of the Board of Trustees

Board of Trustees  2022-2023
Erica Mitchell, Chair

Allena Bell

Francis Daniel

Patrick Kenny

Bekah Russom

Stu Southard

Stayko Staykov

Noemi Turcios

Chiquita Young

D’Juan Epps

Bobby Freeman

Angela Gentry-Jackson
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Yvonne Cross
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Kyle and Kristen Cruze

James and Nancy Cunningham
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Maggie Hemphill

Anthony and Carla Hendricks

Eric and Brittany Hendrickson
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Elijah and Abbey House

Erik and Emily Houston
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If you would like your giving to remain anonymous in next year’s Annual Report, 
please send this request to Parker Page at ppage@nhafranklin.org.

We sincerely apologize for any misspellings, errors, and omissions. If you see any mistakes, 
please let us know by emailing Parker Page.
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906 Studio Architects, LLC	

Adaptive Service and Repair	

Advent	

Adventure Science Center	

Amazon Smile	

American Express Company Employee 
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Aubree P Boutique	

Bank of America Charitable Gift Fund	

Bell Excavation Inc.	

Benevity Community Impact Fund	

Bhegani Enterprises, Inc.	

Blue Skies for Kids	

Box Tops Education	

Boyle Investment Company	
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Christ Community Church	

Christ Presbyterian Church, Inc.	
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Commonwealth Charitable Fund	

Community Foundation 
of Greater Memphis	
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Down to the Wire Nashville — 
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East Tennessee Foundation	
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Facebook	
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Green Room Cleaners	
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Association Inc.	
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Moore Family Trust	

Movement Foundation	

Nashville Soccer Club	

National Christian Foundation	

National Financial Services LLC	
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Old Glory Chapter Dar 3-060TN	

One Generation Away	

Panera Bread	

Panorama Global Foundation	

PayPal Giving Fund	

Pinewood Communications LLC	

Raymond James Charitable	

Ruff Brothers Grain Company	

SAP Club	

Shake Shack Enterprises, LLC	

Signs First	

Simplify + Restore	

South Central Petals and Pearls	

Southern Homes Collective — 
Compass RE	

The Blackbaud Giving Fund, 
Thrivent, YourCause	

The Gateway Church	

The Intention Collective	

The Mannery Williams Agency	

The Signatry	

The Signatry — W. Keith and 
Nancy L. Phillips Donor Advised Fund	

The Thrift Alliance	

TN Sports Nashville Sports Leagues	

Top Chens II Inc.	

True Artist Management, Inc.	

Trustees of American Express 
Foundation C/O Cybergrants	

UBS Financial Services Inc.	

United Way of Metropolitan Nashville	

Vanguard Charitable	

Westhaven Golf Club	

White Realty	

Yarbrough Family Foundation	

CHURCH & CORPORATE SPONSORS
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Church and Corporate Sponsors for 2022-23
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Total Number 

of Families

34% 
students receive 

scholarships

64%
students that

receive some level
of financial aid

Our Students

OUR 2022-2023 GRADUATES

Schools that the Class of 2023 
Attended this Fall

Battle Ground Academy  •  Blackman Middle School

Brentwood Academy  •  Christ Presbyterian Academy

Fairview Middle School  •  Franklin Christian Academy

Freedom Middle School  •  Grassland Middle School

Harpeth Hall  •  Homeschool  •  New Song Christian School

Poplar Grove Middle School  •  Thales Academy

College Destinations for New Hope Academy Class of 2016
Berry College  •  University of Colorado  •  Covenant College  •  Culinary Institute of America

University of San Diego  •  Lipscomb University  •  Middle Tennessee State University

Paul Mitchell Hair and Beauty School  •  Purdue University  •  Samford University 

School of the Art Institute of Chicago  •  Tennessee State University  •  University of Tennessee at Chattanooga

Tennessee Tech University  •  University of Tulsa

Total Enrollment
2023-2024

214
Students

Racial Percentages
for Student Body
	 White—57%

	 Black—15%

	 Hispanic/Latino—9%

	 Multiracial—16%

	 African—2%

	 Asian—1%

	 Native American—.0048%

NEW HOPE ADMISSIONS INFORMATION 2022-2023
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Total Number 
of Zip Codes

6 
Counties:

Williamson
Davidson

Maury
Humphreys

Bedford
Hickman

 17
Number of 6th Grade 

Students that Will 
Graduate This Year 
as the Class of 2024

 422
Total Number of 
graduates since 

the school started 
in 1996

3x
3x
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3x
3x

3x
3x

3x
3x

3x
3x

3x
3x

3x
3x

3x
3x



OUR 2022-2023 GRADUATES
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Donate in support 
of New Hope Academy
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