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Foster Hall
We wanted to pass along an exciting and encouraging update from the Growing Forward Campaign. 

A few months ago, New Hope received a gift that finalized our fundraising for Foster Hall (the dining 

hall portion of the campaign)! This is a huge milestone in this campaign. 

As you can see from the pictures, Foster Hall has truly become the living room of our campus that we all 

envisioned. Our students are enjoying eating lunch in the new space, students and parents are enjoying 

coming together for All-School Devotions every Monday and Friday, the after-school program has a place to 

meet every day, we hosted Graduation for the Class of 2024 in May, and we have been able to host several 

other events for our school community. In addition, Foster Hall has enabled us to be a good neighbor to the 

wider community by providing a space  that can be used for a variety of occasions. Foster Hall has hosted the 

Celebration of Life service for Wynn Lembright, a quinceañera celebration, HOA meetings for surrounding 

neighborhoods, and sports banquets for local organizations. We hope that it’s clear to see how this space has 

been a blessing already to New Hope and our community! 

“Thank You!” to all of you who donated to the Growing Forward Campaign.  Very literally, we could not have 

done this without you. To be clear, we still need everyone’s pledges to come in as scheduled, but as long as 

that happens, then we will retire our debt on the building by June 2026.

We still have one remaining project within the Growing Forward Campaign, so please be in prayer for God 

to provide $250,000 in funding for our Outdoor Classroom. If you would like more information about this, 

please contact Parker Page at ppage@nhafranklin.org.

MISSION
New Hope Academy is a Christ-centered 

school educating students of diverse 

socio-economic and racial backgrounds 

by establishing a Biblical worldview and 

preparing each child to flourish academically, 

socially, emotionally, and spiritually.

CORE
VALUES
Our five core values are:

Christ-centered

Formative Learning

Personhood 
of Every Child

Equitable Access

Connected Community
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New Hope Academy has commenced our 29th year of providing exceptional education to children from 

a culturally, racially, and economically diverse community of families, and I am thrilled to be back on 

campus serving as the Interim Head of School this year.  As founder of New Hope Academy, I have had the 

joy of being involved in various roles throughout the life of our school, and I am humbled to be back in this 

current leadership position. My passion and deep connection to the school’s mission and values propels me 

to ensure that each and every child is experiencing a rich and vibrant education where they are encouraged 

to discover and steward their God-given potential for the glory of God.

As I began praying about this new opportunity to step into the Interim Head of School position, the Lord 

kept bringing two words to mind: STAY CURIOUS. He was calling me to stay curious while living out this 

new adventure so that I don’t miss all the beautiful ways He wants to show Himself to me and to New 

Hope Academy.  Curiosity heightens our senses, allowing us to notice and ask questions, which creates an 

awe and wonder toward God and all His ways. Thomas Carlyle reminds us that, “Wonder is the basis of 

worship.” Our faculty and staff are off on this journey with me to stay curious as we serve our students, as 

we delight in our community, and as we stand in awe of God ‘s beautiful work of redeeming His people and 

His world.  

As the year has ushered in another exciting opportunity to foster curiosity, compassion, and connection 

with God and others, we are committed to saturating our students with an education that enables them 

to flourish intellectually, emotionally, socially, and spiritually. We believe an education is more than the 

accumulation of academic prowess. An education is about formation, so certainly the content but also 

the context is an inevitable part of one’s education – the environment, experiences, and relationships are 

essential in the growth and flourishing of our students. Through diverse social engagement, emotional 

nourishment, academic opportunities, and spiritual discipleship, our students are receiving a rich 

educational experience.

The vision of New Hope Academy thrives in and through community. We believe that changing our culture 

begins with understanding, and that understanding takes place in genuine relationships. Separately, we 

remain impoverished – the poor and affluent alike. 

Together, we become empowered and enlightened, 

lifting one another to a Christ-centered life. We step 

forward to be counted as those who will dismantle the 

economic, cultural, and racial walls that keep all people 

from excelling as citizens of this nation and as children 

of the King.

I am forever grateful for each of you who has so 

generously poured into the life and vision of New Hope 

Academy. Thank you for your continued faithfulness and 

ongoing support to ensure our mission moves forward. 

Your partnership has immense impact on our students, 

our families, our faculty, and staff. I am quite humbled to 

be part of this wonderful community which includes each 

of you.  

With deep appreciation, 

Paige Pitts 

Founder and Interim Head of School

A Letter from Our 
Head of School



New Hope Academy was excited to cheer on alum Zion Redington (‘19) during the 2024 Paralympics in 

Paris! Zion, the youngest member of the USA Wheelchair Rugby Team, represented the United States 

who went on to win the silver medal for wheelchair rugby.

If you didn’t have a chance to know Zion during his time at New Hope, he was born in China with a genetic 

condition called ectrodactyly, giving him one finger on each hand and one toe on each foot. At age six, his 

adoptive mom, Heather, decided, with his doctors, to amputate his feet to improve his mobility.

By nine, he was playing quad rugby, a sport for athletes with all four limbs affected, first joining the 

Cumberland QuadCrushers. His skills led him to the US National Team, where he has competed 

internationally and helped Team USA secure gold at the 2023 Parapan American Games.

An Interview with 
Zion Redington (‘19) 

We are so proud of Zion and Team USA and can’t wait to see how Zion will continue to use his athletic talent 

to bring glory to God and shine a light on adaptive sports! Please enjoy reading this interview with Zion 

Redington.

New Hope: Reflecting on your time at New Hope Academy, were there any teachers, mentors, or experiences 

that shaped your mindset as you pursued the Paralympic level?

Zion: Absolutely. Mrs. Arnold stands out. She was always there to support me, even beyond academics. 

I’ll never forget the night before my amputations—she called to pray with my mom and me. I had my feet 

amputated in Kindergarten, and returning to school afterward was tough. Mrs. Arnold helped me navigate 

those challenges.

Her support didn’t end there. She and her husband even sent me a video of blessings and encouragement 

before the Paralympics. That kind of connection has meant the world to me.

At New Hope, there was a focus on speaking truth over us, like reminding us, “You were created for a 

purpose.” The counseling services also gave me a safe space to process and grow.

I’ll always remember how my class normalized differences. A child life specialist came to talk to them about 

my amputation surgery, which made our environment so supportive.

Learning about the Biblical Worldview at New Hope shaped how I see diversity—not just in ethnicity or 

background but in how we treat and see others as God created them. This prepared me to advocate for others 

in the world of disability.

And I can’t forget my fourth-grade teacher, Mr. Bryant, who made robotics fascinating, and my upper school 

teachers like Mrs. Pence, Mrs. McInnes, Mrs. Dighton, and Mr. Goodwin, who launched me into middle 

school.

Even learning Latin helped me tackle the ACT vocabulary section!

New Hope: How has New Hope Academy’s emphasis on service influenced your role as a Paralympic athlete?

Zion: New Hope instilled a sense of community in me. I learned to see everyone as a friend, which carried 

over to my wheelchair basketball team in Nashville. I was one of the older players, and I loved mentoring the 

younger ones.

The Run for Hope event made a huge impression on me. One year, my family partnered with a long-time NHA 

supporter to raise a full scholarship for a student. When we reached our goal, my parents surprised my class 

with a life-sized check—it was unforgettable!

But what stands out most is how NHA emphasized relationships. When I first got my prosthetics, I remember 

asking why my feet were white—I wanted black feet like my friend JoJo. That moment taught me it’s not about 

appearances; it’s about the people around you.

Now, I try to give back by speaking at events and encouraging kids with limb differences to explore adaptive 

sports. I’ve felt the weight of representing not just my family but my faith, community, and country.

76



New Hope: What advice would you give to current students at New Hope Academy, especially those facing 

personal challenges?

Zion: Keep going. Keep trying. And tell yourself the truth about who you are. God created each of us with 

unique gifts and talents. Don’t blame others for your challenges. Instead, look inward and strive to become 

who God made you to be.

Building a strong support system is key. My mom’s unwavering support propelled me forward. My stepdad, 

Mark, provided spiritual encouragement and helped guide me into manhood.

Even at a young age, I realize it’s my generation’s responsibility to push forward—to be the future for Team 

USA and our country. Seek God’s truth as you pursue your dreams.

New Hope: Can you share your journey to the Paralympics? What inspired you to pursue wheelchair rugby?

Zion: My mom gently encouraged me into adaptive sports, and I tried everything. At a wheelchair 

basketball tournament, a referee noticed my eligibility for wheelchair rugby and suggested I try it. At first, I 

wasn’t a fan of playing against older men, but I realized I had a knack for the sport.

Eventually, my family relocated to Birmingham, Alabama, so I could train at the Lakeshore Foundation, an 

Olympic and Paralympic training facility. By 15, I made the USA Development Squad. At 16, I joined Team 

USA, and at 17 became the youngest player ever on the Paralympic wheelchair rugby team.

Competing in Paris at the 2024 Paralympics and bringing home the silver medal was an incredible milestone.

New Hope: What was it like to represent Team USA 

on the world stage?

Zion: Wearing the USA jersey is an honor. Being 

adopted from China and growing up as a U.S. 

citizen, it’s meaningful to represent my country, 

family, faith, and community.

But for me, it wasn’t just about the spectacle or 

the red, white, and blue. It was about competing 

alongside my best friends and battling for one 

another.

New Hope: Winning silver is an incredible 

achievement. How did you feel during the final 

game and medal ceremony?

Zion: Honestly, we were heartbroken. We didn’t 

feel like we won silver; we felt like we lost gold. It 

took me weeks to accept the silver medal and truly 

appreciate our team’s accomplishment.

Now, I’m proud of what we achieved. Team USA 

is the only country to medal in every Paralympic 

wheelchair rugby event—a legacy worth 

celebrating.

New Hope: What message do you hope your 

journey sends to others?

Zion: Paralympic athletes don’t like to be 

labeled as “inspiring.” We’ve worked hard, 

period. No one should diminish that by adding 

disclaimers like, “despite your disability.”

My message is this: Don’t let anyone put an 

asterisk next to your name. Keep moving 

forward, and trust that God will give you 

strength for the journey.

New Hope: What’s next for you?

Zion: I have four main goals:

1. Get into a great college—University of 

Michigan, Auburn, or Miami.

2.  Win gold at the 2028 Paralympics in Los 

Angeles. It’s been 20 years since Team USA won 

gold in wheelchair rugby.

3. Graduate with honors.

4. Launch a successful career.

I’m excited for what’s ahead and thankful for 

how God continues to write my story.

It’s not too late to make a gift to the Scholarship 

Fund before the end of the calendar year!

Please visit www.nhafranklin.org/donate to make a 

pledge or gift online or reach out to Parker Page at 

ppage@nhafrankln.org.
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$4,018,110

CONTRIBUTION REPORT

It is such an honor to serve as Chair of New Hope Academy’s Board 

of Trustees, especially this year as our founder, Paige Pitts, returns to 

serve as Interim Head of School. New Hope holds a special place in 

my heart for many reasons. Both of my children, Isiah and Donovan, 

attended and graduated from NHA. Neither started in Pre-K—Isiah 

attended only for 6th grade, but that one year was life-changing for 

him and our family. Donovan started in 3rd grade, and several of his 

classmates remain his best friends, including Tommy Pitts, son of 

Dan and Paige Pitts.

I had known Paige for years before that. She used to come to Franklin Jr. High to tutor kids when I was a 

student there. Although she never tutored me personally, Paige took time to get to know me, and even as a 

tween, I knew there was something special about her. We would see each other occasionally over the years, 

but it wasn’t until our time at NHA that our friendship really grew.

Fast forward to this year: Paige Pitts is now serving as Interim Head of School, and I am serving as Board 

Chair. I simply smile and say, “God is amazing!” Paige, at her core, is a teacher, a leader, and a faithful servant 

of the Lord, and all these qualities are on full display this year. She has quickly identified and implemented 

key initiatives for the school year. We as a Board have been encouraged by her enthusiasm, as she shines a 

spotlight on our robust education, dedicated teachers and staff, and our richly diverse community.

History has shown that God’s hand has always been on New Hope Academy. As we continue to seek His 

direction and guidance while holding the school’s mission in trust, we find ourselves in a season of 

thanksgiving for what is unfolding in our midst.

Best,

Angela Gentry Jackson

Chair, New Hope Academy Board of Trustees

Total Contributions

 Foster Hall (Dining)—559,164

 Giving Hope Fund—5,000

 Security Fund—54,372

 6th Grade 
 Washington DC trip—41,311

 Mentoring/Faculty Fund—4,000

 Endowment––277,576

Letter from the Chair 
of the Board of Trustees

Board of Trustees  2024-2025
Angela Gentry Jackson, Chair

Laura Benge

Bobby Freeman

Bekah Russom

Pat Sauder

Mary Lyn Schuh

Stu Southard

Noemi Turcios

Chiquita Young

Rebekah Freundt

Patrick Kenny 

Erica Mitchell

Regular Expenses

 School Programs

 Counseling—43,400

 Lunch Program—56,781

 Classroom Expenses—47,812

 Compensation—2,166,627

 Administrative Expenses—167,377

 Development Expenses—227,646

 Admissions Expenses—6,560

 Facility & Other Expenses—228,010

Regular 
Expenses

$2,944,214

Designated 
Expenses

$166,628

Total Income
$4,018,110

 Regular Income—$1,704,978

 Scholarship Fund—$1,371,710

 Designated Income—$941,422

Total Expenses
$3,110,842

  Regular Expenses—$2,944,214 

Designated Expenses—$166,628

EXPENSES
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Candace Nelson

Scott and Morgan Newell

Trang Nguyen

Leigh Ann Nichols

Lucy Nichols

Troy and Kim Nunn

Stephanie O’Brian

Raja O’Brien

Tony and Carol Offutt

Tiffany Ohara

Linda Olson

Nancy Osman

Our Change Foundation

Davis and Christine Overton

Thomas and Susan Overton

Mac and Jane Overton

Neil and Lenis Paez

Pam Page

Parker and Rachel Page



If you would like your giving to remain anonymous in next year’s Annual Report, 
please send this request to Parker Page at ppage@nhafranklin.org.

We sincerely apologize for any misspellings, errors, and omissions. If you see 
any mistakes, please let us know by emailing Parker Page.

American Online Giving Foundation

Bank of America Charitable Gift Fund

Charities Aid Foundation of America

Community Foundation of Middle Tennessee

Commonwealth Charitable Fund

David Foundation

East Tennessee Foundation

Fidelity Charitable

Fidelity Charitable - Alexander Giving Account

Fidelity Charitable - Avedisian Family Charitable Fund

Fidelity Charitable - Cox Family Fund

GiveClear Foundation

GiveClear Foundation - Baldwin Family Giving Fund

GiveClear Foundation - Gary Bell’s Family’s Fund

National Christian Foundation

National Christian Foundation - Larson Family Giving Fund

National Christian Foundation - The Johnston Family Fund

National Christian Foundation - Greene Family Generosity Fund

National Philanthropic Trust

Northwestern Mutual Foundation

Our Change Foundation

PayPal Giving Fund

Raymond James Charitable

Renaissance Charitable Foundation

Schwab Charitable

Schwab Charitable - Andy and Sara Beth Cline Charitable Fund

Schwab Charitable - Logan Allen Tilghman Fund

The Blackbaud Giving Fund

The Lackey Foundation

The Signatry

The Signatry - Dan and Paige Pitts Giving Fund

The Signatry - The Jubilee Fund

The Signatry - The Osman Fund

The Signatry - W. Keith and Nancy L. Phillips Donor Advised Fund

Vanguard Charitable

Vanguard Charitable - Chestnut Family Charitable Fund

Yarbrough Family Foundation

YourCause

FOUNDATION & DONOR ADVISED FUNDS
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Mark and Eve Palmer

Mary Rose Palmer

Ronnie and Gail Parker

Ryan and Susan Parker

Tre Parkerson

Ashel Parsons

Anyan and Mandy Parsons

Khris and Pamela Pascarella

Gabe and Jenni Patillo

Kyle Patterson

Wyntress Patterson

Jim and Robin Payne

Sue Payne

Richard and Kathy Peabody

Patsy Peach

Gretchen Pearce

Erik and Samantha Pearson

Eduardo Perez

Dustin Perkins

Kristen Perron

Brad and Stacey Perry

Jack Perry

Vicki Petitt

Jason and Janelle Pham

Keith and Nancy Phillips

Andrew Phommaly

LaDona Pierce

Doug and Ann Pifer

Daniel and Laura Piraino

Dan and Paige Pitts

Carolyn Porter

Jennifer Porter

Brayan and Andrea Posantes

Jean and Maritza Posantes

Travis Poteete

Lorraine Potter

Cynthia Powell

Kevin Powell

Nathan Powers

Cristobal and Rosario Prado-Mendez

Marlayne Pratt

Brian Preston

Greg and Cammi Priode 

Lisa Prisock-Allen

Publix Tennessee, LLC

Kellie Purdy

Quickcuts Media

Linda Quigley

Kay Quinn

Itzel Quiroz

Janet Rachel

James Ragsdale

Price and Melanie Rainer

Dylan and Julia Randall

Michael Randolph

Stewart and Suzanne Rawley

Brittany Reaves

Jon Reddick

Mark and Heather Redington-Whitlock

Michele Reeves

Emil Reister

Ester Reyes

Jared Rhoads

Kendra Richardson

Spencer and Ashli Richardson

Chris Richey

Ann Louise Richie

Wendy Ridler

Abbie Ridley

James Ridley

Julie Riedel

Paul and Carolyn Riviere

Robbie and Maria Roate

John and Kathryn Roberson

Charles and Siouxan Robinson

Rosa Rodriguez

Scott and Linda Roley

Jerry and Andrea Rooker

Jenna Rose

John and Susie Roush

Luke and Brooke Roush

Nicole Rowan

Dave and Jenn Rozman

Anne Rucker

Dan and Jennifer Rudd

Ruff Brothers Grain Company

Gerardo and Ada Ruiz

Alejandro Ruiz

Jaime and Eunice Ruiz

Chad and Debbie Russom

Josh and Vanessa Sadler

Marcela Salas

Dan and Emily Sanford

Marcus and Mary Ann Sartain

Pat and Kathy Sauder

Korrie Sauder

Lindsey Sauder

Gail Scales

Karen Scheibe

Leisl Scheibe

Rae Scheibe

Claudia Schenck

George and Julie Schuh

Jamie and Mary Lyn Schuh

Marti Scudder

Joe and Lisa Sessions

Mike Severson

Reginald Shannon

Mohit Sharma

Ed Sharpe

Josephina Sharpe

Harry and Mary Beth Shields

Libby Shipp

David and Carol Shirk

Virgil and Fyreshia Showalter

Angel and Melva Simite

Luis Simite

Karen Simpson

Bill and Robin Siren

Herbert and Cary Slatery III

Ashley Slaughter

London Small

Robbin Small

Brian and Susan Smallwood

Jordan and Kegan Smallwood

Andrew and Etha Smith

Cadedra Smith

Julie Smith

Lora Smith

Mary May and Robert Smith

Richard and Georganna Smith

Wayne Smith

Stu and Lisa Southard

Jessica Sowell

James Speakman

William and Stacy Spencer

Spencer Fane Bone McAllester

Stefanie Spicer

Nathan and Mindy Spradlin

Michael and Susie Sprawling

Brian Staup

Tony and Stephanie Steele

Kesha Stenson-Cox

Max and Kelley Stephens

Brett and Amy Stewart

Martin Stiles

Amy Stoianowski

Sonya Stokey-Beasley

Jennifer Stoops

Pamela Stover

Lafayette Street

James and Andrea Summerville

Russell Summerville

Bert Summerville - Kain

Angela Sutherland

Don and Weeza Swain

Robert and Tonya Trapp

Tim Taylor

Tracy Taylor

TDF Properties

Teddy Bear Mobile Nashville

Edwina Temple

Kenneth and Sherry Thomas

Sunny Thomas

Thomas Matthew Industries, Inc.

Brian and Carol Thompson

Abram Tierney

Ruth Tierney

William Tinsley

Laura Tjornehoi

TN Sports Nashville Sports Leagues

Lee and Pat Tolley

Thomas and Lauren Toner

Robert Toner

Top Chens II Inc.

Matthew Trias

Scott and Christine Tunnell

Toyo and Noemi Turcios

Cal Turner

Skin Union

Urban League of Middle Tennessee

Michael Valletta

Ryan and Ashley Van Zee

Gary and Carol Van Zee

Melissa and Michael Vargas

Mark and Kristen Varner

Phil and Rita Venable

Mia Vickers

Kevin and Carole Virden

Rachel Visser

Paul Volkov

Jennifer Waldrop

Jeff and Ashley Walker

DeMarcus Wallace

Jeff and Laurie Wallace

Jim and Bonnie Rae Walter

Harry and Shanitra Walters

Sara Walz

Zack and Paulina Wear

Jordan Wedell

Matt and Kathi West

Doug and Sissy Wheeler

Mary Sue Whelan

Pat Whelan

Benton and Martha White

Khaleel White

Rita White

Cory Whitehead

Cynthia Whitfield

Brett and Rebecca Whitley

Mark and Heather Whitlock

Morgan Whitney

May Wild

Avril Williams

Briana Williams

Dale and Kimberley Williams

Deborah Williams

DeOna Williams

James Williams

Kara Williams

Tonja Williams

Vicki Williams

Chris and Dorena Williamson

Mike and Cady Wilson

Katherine Wilson

Lynn Wilson

Michael Wilson

Jeff and Katrina Wolinski

Maria Wolinski

Susan Wolters

Lizzy Woodall

Christina Woodard

Samuel Woodbury

Jim and Judy Woods

Robert and Tracey Woodson

Jason and Lori Wylie

Meghan Wylie

Chikeal Yarbro

John Eric and Courtney Yezerski

Finn Yezerski

Matthew and Erica Yezerski

Max Yezerski

Nate and C.B. Yoder

Kevin and Renee York

Camille Young

Jimmie and Chiquita Young

Michael Young

Yasser Youssef

Curtis and Monique Zackery

Jianhua and Qin Zheng

CHURCH AND CORPORATE SPONSORS
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Total Number 

of Families

32% 
students receive 

scholarships

65%
students that

receive some level
of financial aid

Our Students

OUR GRADUATES 2024

Schools that the Class of 2024 
Attended this Fall

Battle Ground Academy • Brentwood Academy

Christ Presbyterian Academy • Currey Ingram Academy 

Franklin Christian Academy • Freedom Middle School

Heritage Middle School • Hillsboro Middle School

Homeschool • Montgomery Bell Academy 

Poplar Grove Middle School • Woodland Middle School

College Destinations for New Hope Academy Class of 2018
Belmont University • University of San Diego • Fisk University • Maryville College

Middle Tennessee State University • Samford University  • Tennessee State University

Western Kentucky University  • Gap Year- Serving YWAM in Hawaii

Racial Percentages
for Student Body
 White—50%

 Black/AA—15%

 Hispanic/Latino—10%

 Multiracial—21%

 African—1%

 Asian—1%

 Native American—2%

Total Enrollment
2024-2025

200
Students

NEW HOPE ADMISSIONS INFORMATION 2024-2025
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Number of 6th Grade 

Students that Will 
Graduate This Year 
as the Class of 2025

 439
Total Number of 
graduates since 

the school started 
in 1996

3x
3x

1716

3x
3x

3x
3x

3x
3x

3x
3x

3x
3x

3x
3x

3x
3x

Donate in support 
of New Hope Academy
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They will be called

oaks of righteousness,

a planting of the Lord
for the display of his splendor.
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